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Abstract
The experience of the EU member states and other developed countries reveals that the small and
medium-sizes business development promotes competitiveness and, consequently, the growth of the
economy. This sector the first one to notice all the changes of the supply-demand in the market, is quick
to adjust itself to them, to create new workplaces in the areas where certain products and services are in
greatest demand in the specific period of time. The main purpose of the article is to define the influence
of SMEs to Lithuanian’s national economy.
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Introduction
An intensive monitoring of the development of the small and medium-sized businesses
started in 1970s. It began in the developed industrial countries and was followed by scientific
research and forecasts related to possibilities of optimizing the functional expression powers of
this incredibly dynamic sector that would strengthen the national economies and contribute to the
creation of welfare for all the people. The importance of smaller firms, especially since the late
1980s, has been increasingly recognized as a key to the revived competitiveness of the United
States. In other countries such as Germany and the Netherlands in Europe, or Japan and Taiwan,
such recognition has been accorded for decades (Prasad, 1999).
Best (1990) have highlighted the flexibility of these small firms, although Birch (1987)
go further and see small firms as the primary foundation for technical innovation. However, a
problem emerges, when small firms become larger and older, i.e. medium-sized companies. This
increase in size, and the passage of time, can generate problems which make financing,
integration of resources and threats from competition more problematic. The factors promoting
growth can change over time and “intervening variables” can slow down growth. Thus
evolutionary, historical, and stage theories of the firm are a necessary complement to systems
and network theories of growth (Greiner, 1972; Kazanjian, 1988; Kimberly & Miles, 1980;
Klofsten, 1997; Penrose, 1995; McKelvey, 1997; Weick, 1979).
According to Holt, Stewart and Howard (2000), it is difficult to see how some of national
targets can be achieved without significant involvement of Small and medium-sized enterprises
(further – SMEs). SMEs face a number of conflicting forces inhibiting environmental change,
and, as a number of authors demonstrate (Hooper et al. 1998; Hutchinson and Hutchinson 1997;
Murphy and Bendell 1997) a range of business initiatives and projects have been developed to
assist SMEs improve their environmental performance.
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The concept of SMEs currently used in Lithuania is defined in the Law on Small and
Medium-Sized Business (in Lithuanian), which was admitted on 24 November 1998. The
renewed Law came into force on 3 August 2004. This Law provides the definition of small and
medium-sized entities and defines the forms of possible state support to these entities as well as
other related provisions. It is established in the Law that small and medium-sized businesses
entities comprise medium-sized enterprises, small enterprises (including micro-enterprises) and
natural persons who shall, in the manner prescribed by law, enjoy the right to engage in
independent commercial, production, professional or similar activities, including the activities
which require a business certificate. The concept of Lithuanian’s SMSs according to the Law on
Small and Medium-Sized Business is summarized in Table 1.
Table 1. The concept of small and medium-sized enterprises in Lithuania
Category

Number of
employees

A medium-sized
enterprise
A small enterprise

Less than 250

A
microenterprise

Less than 10

Less than 50

Maximum turnover/
maximum balance sheet
Maximum turnover EUR 40 million or
Maximum balance sheet EUR 27 million
Maximum turnover EUR 7 million or
Maximum balance sheet EUR 5 million
Maximum turnover EUR 2 million or
Maximum balance sheet EUR 1,4 million

Independence
independent*
independent*
independent*

* independent enterprises are all enterprises, except those whose 1/4 or more of the authorised capital or voting rights belong to one or
several enterprises, which are not SMEs. This limit may be exceeded if the enterprise belongs to investment companies, funds or other legal
persons investing risk capital in SMB.

As it can be seen in the Table 1, the structure of the Lithuanian enterprises according to
the number of employees is very similar to that of the European countries.
The scientific problem of the article is the role of small and medium-sized enterprises in
the national economy. The subject or the survey is small and medium-sized enterprises. The
scientific goal is to define the influence of small and medium-sized enterprises to Lithuanian’s
national economy. To reach the purpose scientific literature and statistical data analysis methods
were used. The results have shown that small and medium-sized enterprises play a significant
role in Lithuanian’s national economy and this factor greatly stimulates the whole economic
growth of the country.

Main measures defining GDP growth in Baltic States and Lithuania at SMEs approach
The economic growth in Lithuania still remains one of the most impressive ones in
Europe in recent years. Comparing with other Baltic states, Lithuania in measuring created GDP
at current prices is the highest (see Figure 1).
Figure 1. The GDP created in Baltic states in general in 2002–2006, in million EUR
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Source: Economic and social development in Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia (2007/7 catalog). Department of Statistics to the
Government of the Republic of Lithuania.

Over the recent years, bank credits granted on favorable terms, the European Union
financial support, tax reduction and rise in wages were the main impetus for the growth of the
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Lithuanian economy. The gross domestic product (further - GDP) is one of the most important
indicators enabling to assess the achievements of the national economy or its separate sectors. It
is common that the GDP is the gross added value of all the goods and services produced in the
country during the reporting period and estimated at current market prices.
The preliminary data of the Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic
of Lithuania shows that the GDP has grown up to 81,991 million LTL in 2006 (see Figure 2).
Thus over the year the economic growth was primarily underpinned by strong domestic demand
supported by growing income, low interest rates, intensive bank lending and increasing
employment. As SMEs account for 99,4 percent of the total number of enterprises in Lithuania,
employ over 70 percent of the total number of the employed people and creates over 73 percent
the gross value added, it is scientifically important to analyze the SMEs influence into
Lithuania’s national economy.
Figure 2. The GDP created in Lithuania in general and specifically by SMEs in 2001–2006,
in million LTL
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Source: Projections for Lithuanian Economic Indicators; GDP by production, by expenditure, by income approach; Main Indicators of Small,
Medium and Large Enterprises 2005 (2007 catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.

The economic growth was also influenced by a more robust growth of exports compared
to two previous years. Dynamic developments associated with strong economic activity were
also observed in the labor market: as available labor force decreased and employment increased
simultaneously, the rate of unemployment dropped significantly in 2006.
Data taken from a thorough analysis of the last quarter of 2006 and the first quarter of
2007 reveals that it is unlikely in 2007 that the market will undergo an automatic self-regulation.
If not for the disturbances in the activities of “Mazeikiu Nafta” (It is an integrated downstream
oil company that comprises in one complex pipeline operations, oil refining, marine terminal
operations, and logistics of crude oil and refined products) and the drought, the volume of GDP
would have increased by 8 percent in 2006. In comparing, the GDP has grown in 2004 by 7.0
percent, in 2005 by 7.5 percent. Hereby it is important to stress that the statistical data in the year
2006 is taken only as a provisional data according to the National Economy Projection for future
development.
Statistical data reveals that the value of the goods and services created by SMEs is
growing each year and this means that the role of SMEs in the Lithuanian economy is also
increasing. The role of SMEs in the Lithuanian economy may also be evaluated in terms of the
share of SMEs in the country's GDP. Figure 3 shows that this share was especially substantial in
2002 and 2003, as it exceeded two thirds of the total country’s GDP. In 2004, the share of the
GDP produced by SMEs accounted for 71.1 percent of the country’s GDP. According to the
statistical data, lately the share of SMEs in the country’s GDP has been steadily growing up and
in 2006 provisionally it could reach 76 percent country‘s GDP. If compared with the year 2001,
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the role of SMEs, assessed in terms of their share in the created GDP, has increased more than
by 13 percent.
Figure 3. The share of SMEs in the Lithuania's GDP in 2001-2006
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Source: Projections for Lithuanian Economic Indicators; GDP by production, by expenditure, by income approach; Main Indicators of
Small, Medium and Large Enterprises 2005 (2007 catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.

The indicator GDP per capita is often used to make international comparisons. It enables
to evaluate the achieved level of economic development and, respectively, the living standards in
different countries. This indicator is also important in evaluating the impact of SMEs on living
standards. The GDP per capita produced by SMEs in 2001-2004 has increased by 85 percent and
in 2005 the figure reached LTL 15.262 per capita (see Figure 4).
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Figure 4. The GDP per capita created by SMEs in 2001–2006, in LTL
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Source: Main indicators of economic and social development, 1996–2006; Main Indicators of Small, Medium and Large Enterprises 2005 (2007
catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.

According to the provisional data, the total GDP per capita could reach 18 174 LTL in
2006, and therefore the share of the GDP created by SMEs accounted for 76 percent. As official
statistics information is given up to 2005, further analysis involves statistical data until 2005.

The gross value added by SMEs
The gross value added indicator is also important for the analysis of the SME sector. The
gross value added is calculated with due regard to the types of economic activities and the size of
enterprises.
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Figure 5. Gross value added created by SMEs in 2001–2005, in million LTL
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Source: Main Indicators of Small, Medium and Large Enterprises 2005 (2007 catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of the
Republic of Lithuania.

Figure 5 shows that gross value added created by SMEs in 2001–2005 grew up quite
steadily (see) and comparing the indicators in 2001 and 2005 it increased twice in Lithuania.
According to the statistical data, explored in Figure 6, in 2005 the major share of the
gross value added came from larger companies that employed more than 250 employees.
Starting from the year 2001, larger companies produced the significant share of the gross value
added. As it is seen in the figure 7, in 2005 up to 9 employees companies produced 5.3 million
LTL gross value added and it aggregated 10 percent of the total gross value added, whereas
larger companies accounted the share of 39.8 percent of the total gross value added.
Figure 6. Gross value added created in 2005, by size of enterprises in million LTL
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Source: Main Indicators of Small, Medium and Large Enterprises 2005 (2007 catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of
the Republic of Lithuania.

Figure 7 shows that the structure of the national gross value added and that created by
SMEs differs according to types of economic activities. In 2005, the major share of the national
gross value added was created in the field of construction (31.3 percent), financial
intermediation; real estate, rent and other activities (27.1 percent), agriculture, hunting and
forestry (14.4 percent), mining and quarrying, manufacturing industry, electricity, gas and water
supply (13.1 percent).
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Figure 7. The structure of the gross value added in 2005, by clusters of economic activities, %
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Source: GDP by production, by expenditure, by income approach 2007/I; Main Indicators of Small, Medium and Large Enterprises 2005
(2007 catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.

Whereas in case of the gross value added created by SMEs, the major share was produced
in wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor vehicles, motorcycles and personal and household
goods, hotels and restaurants, transport, storage and communications (40.1 percent) and
manufacturing industry remained in the second place (34 percent). A significant contribution in
creating the gross value added was made by SMEs engaged in financial intermediation, real
estate, rent and other business activities (11 percent) and construction (10.9 percent).
Comparing with 2004, the fastest growth of the gross value added created by SMEs was
observed in wholesale and retail trade (22.9 percent), transport, storage and communications
(21.9 percent), hotels and restaurants (17.8 percent), real estate, rent and other business activities
(12.6 percent), transport, storage and communications (6.7 percent). This growth was determined
by increasing income of the population and consequently increased consumption, as well as
active credit market, but there was no significant change in SMEs economic activities during the
2005, it only varied between the percentage expressions between positions.
Figure 8. The gross value added created by SMEs in 2005, by legal forms of enterprises, %
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Socie tie s
0,3%

Partne rships
0,4%

Private limite d
liability companie s
62,6%

Othe r
4,5%

Individual
e nte rprise s
7,0%
Public limite d
liability companie s
25,2%

Source: Main Indicators of Small, Medium and Large Enterprises 2005 (2007 catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of the
Republic of Lithuania.

Analyzing the distribution of the gross value added created by SMEs according to the
legal forms of enterprises (see Figure 8), we notice that the major share of the gross value added
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in 2005 was created by private limited liability companies (62,6%). Public limited liability
companies (25,2%) also played a significant role in the creation of the national gross value
added. The role of enterprises of other legal forms was quite insignificant.

Foreign trade as competitiveness of SMEs
According to the provisional statistical data, the whole county’s import in 2006 could
reach 53.073 million LTL and comparing with 2005 it raised by 9.921 million LTL. Therefore
the total country’s export in 2006 counted 38.811 million LTL and increase was a bit less than in
import. That means that in 2005-2006 Lithuanian foreign trade balance increased.
Figure 9. The comparative share of exports and imports by SMEs in the Lithuania’s foreign trade in
2001–2005, %
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Source: Foreign Trade / Lithuania in Figures 2007 (2007 catalog); GDP by production, by expenditure, by income approach; Main
Indicators of Small, Medium and Large Enterprises 2005 (2007 catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic of
Lithuani

Foreign trade indicators reflect the competitiveness of SMEs in the national economy.
The comparative share of SMEs in foreign trade (exports and imports) in the country’s foreign
trade significantly increased in 2002-2003. As it is seen from the figure 9, this period was the
most dynamic during past six years, because import increased over than 25 percent and exports
grew twice. If comparing with 2004, the SMEs exports volume amounted to LTL 11.2 million
and accounted for 44.5 per cent of the total national exports. The SMEs imports volume was
nearly twice higher and reached LTL 19.8 million or, in other words, accounted for 60.3 per cent
of the total national imports, while today it accounts 70.5 percent the total national import. These
changes indicate proves the growing importance of SMEs to the national economy. Still,
considerably smaller comparative share of SMEs exports, if compared to that of imports, signals
that SMEs are not yet capable of competing with large enterprises in exports possibilities.

Conclusion
Lithuanian economy is one of the most impressive ones in Europe. Comparing with
Baltic states, the GDP created in Lithuania is almost twice than in Estonia at the same period.
The GDP in Lithuania has been steadily rising during the past five years, and from 2002 till 2006
it has increased by 11.7 million EUR. In 2006 there was a sharp increase in GDP in Latvia –
about 3,5 million, comparing with 2005. Hereby the increase of GDP in Estonia is quite stable –
it increases at about 2 million EUR during the past two years.
The GDP created in the country in general compared with GDP created specifically by
SMEs shows the increasing role of SMEs in Lithuanian economy. The share of value of the
goods and services created by SMEs is increasingly growing each year. In 2001 it aggregated a
bit more than one half, while in 2006, according to the provisional data, it could reach three
quarters of country’s GDP. Therefore, Gross value added created by SMEs has been steadily
increasing during the past years in Lithuania. Comparing 2001 and 2005, gross value added
created by SMEs increased two times. The major share of the gross value added came from
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larger companies that employed more than 250 employees. These tendencies show that the role
of SME’s is getting more and more substantial in the Lithuania’s economy every year.
Due to the types of economic activities was clarified, that there is a difference between
county’s and SMEs gross value added. In 2005 the major share of the national gross value added
was created in the field of construction and financial intermediation, real estate, rent and other
activities. While the major share of gross value added by SMEs was aggregated in wholesale and
retail trade, repair of motor vehicles, motorcycles and personal and household goods, hotels and
restaurants, transport, storage and communications and manufacturing industry remained in the
second place. The role of other clusters of economic activities was quite insignificant.
The distribution of gross value added created by SMEs in 2005 by legal forms of
enterprises shows that two thirds of it was created by private limited liability, one quarter – by
public limited liability companies. Therefore other types of companies made only about 12
percent of total gross value added created by SMEs.
The comparative share of SMEs in foreign trade counting exports and imports in the
country’s foreign trade significantly increased in 2003-2004 and continued rising during 2005.
According to the statistical data, the imports of SMEs is getting more significant every year as it
already contains over two thirds country’s foreign trade. The exports of SMEs have reached half
national exports.
Concluding the research results, it should be stated that SMEs are the main driving force
for the development of the economy in Lithuania. Experts forecast that the role of SMEs will
become even more important in the future and that the growth of the Lithuanian economy will
remain close to its potential. It is envisaged that in the nearest future the growth of the GDP will
be greatly influenced by the support from the EU Structural Funds and other financial support
mechanisms and the ability to properly assimilate it. Therefore, it is expected that in 2007 the
volume of GDP will continue to sore and may even well exceed 8 percent. A return of economic
activity to the potential volume of production is more likely to happen later rather than sooner.
References
Best, M.H., 1990. The New Competition: Institutions of Industrial Restructuring. Cambridge: Polity Press.
Birch, D.L., 1987. Job Creation in America: How Our Smallest Companies Put the Most People to Work. New York: Free Press.
Business‘s trend inquiry results in industry, construction, wholesale, retail trade and services. 29 June 2007. Department of Statistics to the
Government of the Republic of Lithuania. - http://www.stat.gov.lt/uploads/docs/VT_0706_lenteles.doc. 2007-07-23.
Economic and social development in Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia (2007/7 catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic
of Lithuania.- http://www.stat.gov.lt/en/catalog/list/?cat_y=2&cat_id=1. 2007-07-20.
Foreign Trade / Lithuania in Figures 2007 (2007 catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.http://www.stat.gov.lt/en/catalog/list/?cat_y=2&cat_id=1. 2007-07-20.
GDP by production, by expenditure, by income approach 2007/I. Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.http://www.stat.gov.lt/uploads/docs/BVP_2007_1Q_90.xls. 2007-07-23.
Greiner, L.E., 1972. Evolution and revolution as organizations grow. Harvard Business Review, 50: 37-46.
Holt, D., Anthony, S., Viney, H. Greening SMEs in the United Kingdom: Partnerships, Alliances and Support Networks. http://www.p2pays.org/ref/26/25592.pdf. 2007-07-10.
Holt, D., Stewart A., Howard, V., 2000. Supporting Environmental Improvements in Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises in the UK. Greener
Management International, 30: 21-29.
Hooper, P, Millington, S., Shearlock, C., 1998. Reaching the SME Audience: The Experience of Environmental Support Agencies in Northern
Ireland. In: Business Strategy and the Environment 1998 Conference Proceedings., 92 – 97.
Hutchinson, A., Hutchinson, F., 1997. Environmental Business Management. McGraw and Hill.
Kazanjian, R.K., 1988. Relation of dominant problems to stages of growth, in technology-based new ventures. Academy of Management Journal,
31:257-279.
Kimberly, J.R., Miles, R.H., 1980. The Organizational Life Cycle. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.
Klofsten, M., 1997. Management of the early development process in technology-based firms In: Technology, Innovation and Enterprise-the
European Experience. London: Macmillan, p. 148-178.
Main indicators of economic and social development, 1996–2006. Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.http://www.stat.gov.lt/en/pages/view/?id=1364. 2007-07-20.
Main Indicators of Small, Medium and Large Enterprises 2005 (2007 catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic of
Lithuania.- http://www.stat.gov.lt/en/catalog/list/?cat_y=2&cat_id=4&id=1249&PHPSESSID=b240be7452096cffe2600ebd5de94d0 . 2007-0720.
Mckelvey, M., 1997. Using evolutionary theory to define systems of innovation / Edquist C. (Ed.) Systems of Innovation: Technologies,
Institutions and Organizations. London: Pinter, p. 200-222.
Murphy, D.F., Bendell, J. 1997. In the Company of Partners. Policy Press.
Penrose, E.T., 1995. The Theory of the Growth of the Firm. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Prasad, S. B., 1999. Globalization of Smaller Firms: Field Notes on Processes. Small Business Economics, 13:1–7.
Projections
for
Lithuanian
Economic
Indicators.
Ministry
of
Finance
of
the
Republic
of
Lithuania.
http://www.finmin.lt/web/finmin/aktualus_duomenys/makroekonomika. 2007-07-20.

124

Small & Medium-Sized Enterprises Statistics. The Role of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises in the National Economy. Lithuanian
Development Agency for Small and Medium Sized Enterprises. - http://www.smeda.lt/index.php/en/33725/. 2007-07-21.
Survey of the Lithuanian Economy 2007 (2007/1 catalog). Department of Statistics to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.http://www.stat.gov.lt/lt/catalog/list/?cat_y=2&cat_id=1&id=1065&PHPSESSID=39ae50a7dee28c44e18eabb1e8691776. 2007-07-26.
Economic and Financial Data for Lithuania. Observations. The Bank of Lithuania.- http://www.lbank.lt/lit/statistics/nsdplt.htm.2007-07-21.
The Law on Small and Medium-Sized Business.- http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_l?p_id=238716. 2007-07-10.
Weick, K.E., 1979. The Social Psychology of Organizing (2nd ed.). New York: Random House.

Vytautas Vengrauskas, Jogaila Maerinskas, Rita Velikait
THE ROLE OF SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES IN THE NATIONAL ECONOMY
Summary
This paper analysis is related to the growing importance of the small and medium-sized enterprises and its influence to the overall
development of the country’s economy. An intensive monitoring of the development of the small and medium-sized businesses started in 1970s.
The importance of smaller firms, especially since the late 1980s, has been increasingly recognized as a key to the revived competitiveness of the
United States. In other countries such recognition has been accorded for decades. The experience of the European Union member states and other
developed countries reveals that the small and medium-sizes business development promotes competitiveness and, consequently, the growth of
the economy. This sector of the economy is the first to notice all the changes of the supply-demand in the market, is quick to adjust itself to them,
to create new workplaces in the areas where certain products and services are in greatest demand in the specific period of time.
Lithuanian economy is one of the most impressive ones in Europe. Comparing with Baltic States, the GDP created in Lithuania is
almost twice than in Estonia at the same period. The GDP in Lithuania has been steadily rising during the past five years; in 2006 there was a
sharp increase in GDP in Latvia. Hereby the increase of GDP in Estonia is quite stable.
The concept of Lithuanian’s SMSs is established in the Law that small and medium-sized businesses entities; it comprise mediumsized enterprises, small enterprises (including micro-enterprises) and natural persons who shall, in the manner prescribed by law, enjoy the right
to engage in independent commercial, production, professional or similar activities, including the activities which require a business certificate.
The share of value of the goods and services created by SMEs is increasingly growing each year in Lithuania and in 2006 it could
reach three quarters of country’s GDP. The gross value added created by SMEs has also been steadily increasing during the past years (it
increased two times). The major share of the gross value added came from larger companies that employed more than 250 employees.
Looking at the types of economic activities was clarified, that there is a difference between country’s and SMEs gross value added
clusters. Here could be stated the second difference - in distribution of gross value added created by SMEs by legal forms of enterprises in 2005
in Lithuania. According to the statistical data, the comparative share of SMEs in foreign trade counting exports and imports in the country’s
foreign trade significantly increased in 2003-2004 and continued rising during 2005; it already contains over two thirds country’s foreign trade.
The exports of SMEs had reached half national exports.
Summarizing the research results it was defined that small and medium-sized enterprises play a significant role in Lithuanian’s
national economy and this factor greatly stimulates the whole economic growth of the country. It is possible to forecast, that the role of SMEs
will become even more important in the future and that the growth of the Lithuanian economy will remain close to its potential. It is should be
stated that the growth of the GDP in the nearest future will be greatly influenced by the support from the EU and other mechanisms and the
ability to properly assimilate it.
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